
November 28th ALT Meeting

Creating a Positive Atmosphere for Debate (Draft 4)

Note: This is not a powerpoint or keynote presentation. It does include a few slides or references to a blackboard, as well as the inclusion of a video clip for demonstration of an exercise. This is planned to be an experiential workshop, with the audience role-playing as students.

I would like to show some excellent student performances from a lesson on November 24th using these techniques.

If there is time, I would love to role-play the actual techniques of topic selection, reason creation, planning, practice, and for one pair of groups only, an actual debate. According to my practice run, this is absolutely possible in 20 minutes.

--------------------------------------------------------------

When did debate start? Was it the positive reasons? Triangle debate? Reason relay? With core skills like these -

· Providing reasons for a choice

· Presenting within a group

· Expressing one’s ideas in a logical order

· debate has always been a part of ECAD, and today we bring the series to a close with final debate.
SECTION 1 

1. What is Final Debate (Preparation) and Final Debate (the real deal)?

Let’s take a moment to see what the actual goals of these lessons are, as written in the book.

Slide X

3-11 Final Debate Preparation 

“To express positive or negative opinions while working as a group to formulate a debate strategy” ... “Trying to give reasons for choosing a side and formulating a debate strategy”

3-12 Final Debate 

“To demonstrate an understanding of what debate is and what the rules of debate are” ... “Trying to participate in the debate according to the rules”

Now basically there’s nothing new here- you’re just going to take the the reason creation systems from Simulation Debates I and II, and then roll that into the School Trip Debate format. So we know what the goals are, and we see we’re given two lessons to complete this task. We need to climb this mountain, and keep our students on-task and enjoying the challenge. How will we do that? 

SECTION 2

1. Final Debate Prep - Go with what you (they!) know 

We need the following components to work in harmony. (These elements shown on blackboard or on slide)

· Agree / Disagree statements
· For / Against statements
· Choosing a Position on a topic
· Negative and Positive Reason Creation
· Cheers / Jeers / Catchphrases
· Debate Timetable
Let’s start with the warm up. The warm up in the curriculum provides a link to the regular English Classes, but as Ivan said last month, sometimes a modification is the right idea. At my school, with such a weird schedule in November and October, we had to adjust our warmup a little bit- all students appreciate the support and comfort of a previous lesson, especially when they know “DEBATE” is soon on its way!

(Video of Florence using the Agree/Disagree warmup/anchor)

(Use your warm-up effectively to work on the details of the debate)

See that? She just laid the foundation to use Agree and Disagree as a catchphrase for the rest of the lesson, making it less pressured and more automatic. Did you use a modified warmup? Use your warmups to your advantage - this is an excellent chance to talk about your topics in an easy way, to use English phrases like For or Against, or even just practice  their ECAD manners. Don’t miss out!

2. For / Against statements
You can’t be for or against a question, so make sure all of your topics are declarative sentences. This is what they’ll see in High School, this is what they’ll see in college. For and Against are actually well known in Japanese, (sansei / hantai), so you don’t have to worry too much. 

(Slide: “It is better to have same-gender schools than co-ed”, “Saitama is the better than Tokyo”, and “We should serve McDonald’s instead of school lunch”)

Review the topics for comprehension, and with your JAT, be a little playful.

1.N> Oooh, McDonald’s for lunch? I’m FOR that!

2.J>I disagree! McDonalds is not healthy. I’m against that!

(continue as needed, but it’s ok to only do one or two examples)

3. Choosing a Topic Position  and  Positive / Negative Reason Creation
(Use a system for having students create content for their teams debate)

Alright, we’re going to do this one by example. Let’s check out our beautiful topics-

(Slide: “It is better to have same-gender schools than co-ed”, “Saitama is the better than Tokyo”, and “We should serve McDonald’s instead of school lunch”)

Exciting! Let’s use this old and well-known phrase, “At (A) we can _______.” Please read one time! ... Great, now watch me.

1.N> Ok, I’ll be for! “At same-gender schools, we can focus!”

2.J> OK, I’m against! “At co-ed schools, we can enjoy dating!”

3.N> Hmmm, alright, how about topic 2? “At Omiya, we can see the beautiful, exotic, wondrous 豆の木. (ooooooooh!)
4.J> “At Tokyo, we can see Tokyo Sky Tree!”

5.N>Ouch! Ok, let’s try (holds up “At (A) we can ______” card) this with your pair partner!

(Allow about 20 seconds for them to talk. Follow up with either another round, using “(B) doesn’t have _______”, or simply instruct on how they may have continued pair practice using front-and-back pairs, cross-pairs, and free-pairs, until the students have heard and practiced each of your target phrases.)

Maybe you use a worksheet matching reason-phrases to appropriate endings, maybe you provide a poster in the hallway with example lessons. I find that getting students warmed-up before the actual creation is extremely important.

Moving on - you have your own methods to choose topics - in mine, student groups talk a minute about their choices, before I roll a die and then go clockwise. That’s not a challenge. Let’s move on to the actual reason creation.
“Now each of you in your groups, you have two A3 papers, and two markers. I want you take one marker, and write a big PLUS SIGN on one paper. And I want you to take the OTHER marker, and write a big MINUS SIGN on the other paper. OK? Can anyone guess what this means?”

Is using two sheets of paper the only way? No, not at all - and in fact you can fold the papers in half, so that there are two papers with four sections total, each of which is now able accept positive and negative reasons. You can use one big paper. You can use three papers and have them work in pairs - but we highly recommend markers, so that student’s writing can more easily be seen by teammates and teachers alike. “I’m sure all of you know first-hand how difficult it can be to read pencil on recycled paper!”

With a clear place to put their ideas, and clear structures to create useful, debate-ready reasons, it’s time for you to go and assist during the brainstorming session. Cool?

4. BONUS - ROLE AND SUPPORT SHEETS

(this section will make reference to the Role and Support Sheet, a provided handout)

Final debate is a two part lesson, which means it has challenges AND opportunities. One opportunity is to focus them on the Final Debate and the actual performance. On the left side of the Role and Support Sheet, you’ll see the Role Area. It was made for students to decide and commit early to their speaking roles. It gives them clarity, and reduces the decisions to make. Also, providing the open space for “Words to Know” helps you, the teachers. You don’t have to make Karuta, but you might have to ask a teacher for help with what “Kakouwarui” means. From experience, I can tell you the Role and Support sheet has been an absolute lifesaver.  
With successful completion of the Role and Support Sheet, your Final Debate Preparation has come to an end. Take these important sheets, cut off the tops, put them together, and copy about eight times each. You’ll need this in the next lesson, which is...

5. Planning - Catchphrases and Actual Strategy! (have working in groups within groups)

Using the role sheets, or something similar, students will return to their groups for a final practice. It is incredibly important that you provide a structured practice period. Get your opening and closing statement speakers on-task. “In Uchiya, we don’t have the most aggressive or confident students; if we keep it focused and small, we usually do alright.”

Have your opening and closing statement speakers prepare one or two catchphrases, and a “title call”, such as “We are for Saitama. It  is better than Tokyo. 

It’s the right choice!” From experience, asking these students to give you three sentences will get you two sentences and a defeated attitude, but asking them to give you ONE sentence will give two or more sentences and a GREAT attitude!
While your opening and closing students are working, get the Positive and Negative teams on-task as well. Keep it simple, and ask them to order their reasons from STRONG to “not strong.” Trust them to know the difference - we have been very, very happy with the work and concentration this little exercise produces.

SECTION 3

1. FINAL DEBATE (FINALLY!)

Start off as usual as you can. Remember last lesson when we used “I agree” and “I disagree” with the question of the day to help out a weak area? Here’s another good chance to assist your students. 

2. FINAL PRACTICE

Keep it structured, keep it productive, keep it pressured, keep it step by step. The simplest way I know is to have your opening statement performers stand up, give their speech one time, listen and check if you can, have them all sit down ... and then start the process over with your positive reasons, then negative reasons, and then closing statement. Keep them in the same performance order as their debate, and you’re more likely to see stuff like spontaneous, un-coached cheers from the teammates. Feel free to give them suggestions here and there (Remember, it’s ATTITUDES, not just abilities we’re shaping!).

3. JUDGING (a handout will be referenced in this section)
Keep your judging systems clear, but not so easy that it’s forgettable. Can you find a way to make the judging based on the ECAD skills? (to build relationships in international society, the ability to deduce and understand, and the ability to express one’s self) We have supplied a copy of the judging sheet we’re using at Uchiya, part of which is inspired by the All Japan High School English Debate. The final decision is given in the form of a sentence, and with a reason. No messy points to count, and requires at least some thought. 

4. DEBATE - Performers, Judges, Atmosphere

You are an ECAD teacher, and you are much freer to express yourself than most in the school. During the performance, it’s fine to lead simple cheers, (“oooohs” and “ahhhs” definitely count), but don’t let it get so silly or loud that the audience becomes the center of attention. 

You have 40+ students. It is extremely likely that at least one of your student will get a bit of stage fright, or otherwise have difficulty. It’s ok to help them out with the first word or two if that’s what it takes - everyone is probably so worried about themselves to take notice one way or the other!

5. In Closing - Winners and more Winners
Hopefully you have more than a hand-wave for a vote; if there’s a way you can collect votes, and reveal winning teams all at the same time, you can control the atmosphere for the better. Praise your non-winning teams, and play up how close of a battle it was - hopefully you can be honest! Praise all involved, and make notes of who went above and beyond - maybe you’ve already submitted their grades, but there’s still a chance to tell them they did a good job, write a comment on their passport, or even drop them a sweet sticker.

SECTION 4

Things to think about 

1. 45 Minute Classes
This is the most common, and least controllable problem I have. I don’t think anyone likes a more condensed class, so it’s ok to let them know you’re thinking about the clock, too. In these lessons, we sometimes skip our Question of the Day or reduce or Warm-Up period. Other than that, I can’t really advise actively cutting performance or practice time from the start - set your eyes on the prize!

2. Teachers are judges-in-waiting
Students appreciate the praise and feedback of their HRT. If your HRT is willing, kindly explain to them the judging procedures - they might be a tie-breaker, or they might just be there to give praise, but take the chance if you can.

3. Advertising your lessons - topic, timing, judging
Your school actually has a lot of areas where a paper or two can be hung - the wooden ledge underneath hall windows is an underused but viable source. Have you asked your moral education teacher if they’re interested in talking about some of the topics? Speaking of talking...

4. Talking to teachers about your students awareness of topics is collaboration
This can have wonderful, unexpected benefits, as well as getting a better idea of where your students stand. It is extremely likely that one of your topics directly relates to social studies at least, and maybe even science or home economics. It’s ok to talk!

5. Use a different location for this final lesson (or just stand front and back!)
Debate, with up to 14 students performing at a time, can be challenging in a regular classroom. Maybe you don’t always have an extra room, but in this time, please consider requesting the use of the library or a music hall for this special lesson. 

If your school has absolutely no additional space, consider the “captive audience” technique, in which a FOR team stands at the front of the room, while the AGAINST team stands in the rear of the class. With students already looking left or right in their lunch groups, you can provide more standing space for your speakers, as well as a formation that promotes natural and easy eye contact. 


